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Arthur Schawlow
once described
himself as "the

most uncompetitive
person you ever

saw." He worked
very well with

others, particularly
his brother-in-law
Charles Townes.

COVER: Schawlow shooting
at a double balloon with a

toy gun that included a real
laser. The gun would pop the

inside blue balloon but not the
clear outer one, showing that
lasers could be tuned to pass

through a transparent surface.
Image courtesy of AlP Emilio

Segre Visual Archives,
Physics Today Collection.
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